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While the work for the blind child was oxgani zed a cen- 
tury ago in this country, no real progress was made in the organi - 
zation of work for the eaang. adult until the present century. 

; About twenty-five years ago, several states began intensive work 


to ameliorate the condition the a&@lt blind. State com- 
‘missions, state or ganizations and many private local organizations 


hed Lar whos 


: were organized to carry on systematic work. At the present time, 
2 Gampaign for the organization of work for the blind is being 
carried to more and more states through the activities of the 
American Foundation for the Blind. 

There are wide variations in the organization of the work 
“in the several states, In some states, the activities are carried 
on principally by private organizations formed for that purpos e 
; and enlisting the financial support of public spirited citizens, 
or supported through the Community Chest. In other cases, these 
"private Organizations are state-wide in their scope and operate 


wi th iocal tranches, while in other cases, the organizations are 


ge 


ted to some local unit, such as the county or city. Some 


, have a comprehensive program, including work for the 


ere of pLseen ann, education, vocational training, place- 


f Vision in the state government, commonly called, 


the Commission for the Blind. Here too, the program of service 
veri es from serving as a clearinghouse of information and coordi- 
nating agency to a fully developed, comprehensive program. 
_ Workers for the blind everywhere state that one of the 
: ‘most serious ‘problems in the work is that of eiucating the seeing 
padlic to a rational conception of the problem. On the one hand 
are those who approach the problem purely through the sentimental 
aspect, to whom the blind are objects of pity to be given alms, ‘to 
be regarded as wonderful in every accomplishment, and ready to ex- 
ouse oy weakness with some such expression, as, yes, but he is 
blind. On the other had, there are those in the public, who are 
so sure that if they thanselves should be blindfolded temporarily 
: that they would be unable to do anything, that they think that no 
one who has lost his sight can do anything and so they are not 
willing to give the blind man a chance to prove that he can, be- 
cause he will. | 

The very nature of the protle appears to call for the 
organi zation of both public and private organizations for the 
plina, Some problems are so general that they are properly a 


_ public function, while others are so individwal or so experimental 
that only private initiative and capital may reasonably be ex- 
pected to undertake their solution. In the field of prevention of 

| ‘blindness, much real progress has been made. One of the first 
“undertakings of the Massachusetts Commission for the Blim in its 
early years was to promote an intensive campaign for the preventim 
of need] ess blindness in new born infants. It is said that the 
- campaten in 1909 and 1910 in this state has never been equaled in 
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the history of the state for ingensi ty or the large number of 
educational, medical and social organizations that were cooper- 
ating, AS a resul t of this campaign, needless blindness at birth, 
has been practically stamped out in Massachusetts and it has been 
| eradicated in other states that have had similar campaigns. 
| Whereas there were ten or more babies frequently reported as being 
blind at birth, prior to this campaign, there are now years, whet 
no blind babies are reported and in no year is the number large. 
| The Sa tional Society for the Prevention of Blindness has been 
| accompli shing notable results in cooperation with local, official 
‘end volunteer agencies and medical authorities in ascertaining the 
|causes of preventable blindmess and in arousing public interest 
jin eliminating the causes and promoting the conservation of vision 
| sa Blindness from trachoma has never been a serious probl en 
in the East due to the care of the care of the immigration offi- 
sials and the activity of the local health authorities. At the 
present time, the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary in coopera- 
tion with the National Society for the Prevention of Rlindness is 
makin « a survey of the glaucoma situation in this section and over 
750 cases of glaucoma are being followed up by the social service 
department of the Infirmary. One importmt result of this inten- 
sive study is the intensive training that a group of of young phy- 
sicians are receiving in the early a eee ts and treatmam t of 
g) aucoma. 

It is highly essential to enlist the cooperation of hos- 
tals, schools and eye specialists in the conservation of vision 


of children with defective vision, in omer that the cases may be : 
| promptly reported, homes visited by trained workers, parents edu- 
loateh in ke proper eare of the child's eyes and preparations made 
‘for the eiucation of the children where necessary in sight saving 

| lasses or in schools or classes for the blind. 

It is also highly important that all organizations make. 
contacts with newly blinded liedt i BEE oe prompt reports of such 
cases to organizations for the blind, in order that programs may 
be promp tiy made for the reeducation of the bewildered and dis- 
couraged individual and in omer that the family too may be edu- 
cated to the proper approach to his new problem. 

in the case of the elucation of the blind, the work is 
sometimes carried on wholly at public expense, while in other 
places, at private expa@se or at both public and private expense. 
In Massacmusetts, the blind childrenare educated at Perkins In- 
stitution and Massachusetts School for the Blind, a private 
school, where the Commonwealth pays $400 a year tuition for each 
pupil, while the per capita cost is over *1000 a year. In tthe 
ease of the newly blinded afmlt, the Commonwealth provides for 
their education through Home Teachers, who visit the pupils in 
their owm homes and give them instructions in reading embossed 
pe, wriging, hand work and the common branches. It plat, 
derstood that the value of these first lessons is teaching the 
person how to be blind, how to be busy and how to be happy ma 
useful citizens. It is most essential to remember the necessity 
jot prompt reporting end the folly of leaving individuals to try 
5 work out a solution unaided. 
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In the field of vocational training, it is oftem possible 
to enlist the cooperation of the rehabilitation officials in pro- 
petting specific training for specific occupation, such as steno- 
“graphy, piano tuning, poultry raising, uphoulstry, mattress making 


In some instances, the public schools may be interested to modify 


‘their methods so as to meet the specific needs of the trainee, In 
the field of occupation there is need for the widest cooperation 
of all agencies. The organizations for the blind may train a man 
to produce an article, but the public mst furnish a merket. He 
‘may be trained to operate a machine, conduct a food stand or news 
stand, to typewrite, but private industry must cooperate to afford 
him an opportunity to prove his worth as a producer. It is in ths 
field that all agencies can cooperate. Women's Clubs may be in- 
terested to conduct Weeks for the Blind, to open their meetings 
for sales, volunteer to help to prepare raw materials or to finish 
Rant made articles, to transport supplies, to advertise for work 
for tuners or repairers or to interest prospective employers, Ser- 
vice Clubs, such as the Lions International, may find suitable 
types of stands or possible processes in their factories for the 
employment of young tlind men and women. 

In many states private or public organizations maintain 
gpheltered workshops, where employment is provided for a limited 
number who cannot otherwise be employed. Jin some of these shops 
or Lighthouses, there are facilities for the training of indivi- 
duals so that they may be set up in home occupation or restored 
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bo industry. while the reseating of chairs and the manufacture of 


me are the well established staple industries in these sheltex?“ 
making, toy making, 


lyorkshops, some shops are trying out mattress 
As this 


ibasketry, weaving, electric assembling and needle craft. 


8 an extremely expensive form of service, its fields must always 


strictly limited. We feel that work can be best done and bette 


morale maintained if the shops are 1 
80 far as possible limited in their personn 


imitead strictly in size and 


el to men coming from 


ithe adjacent communities. 
In the field of social welfare, many opportunities are 


‘available for volunteer workers, both as individuals and as organé 


; 
E 
izations. During the War, meny found 
Chana embossing of books in Braille, 
This work has been continued with a special 


liony volunteers 


opportunity to assist in the 


under the auspices of the 


| American Red Cross. 


emphasis on books wanted by disabled veterans. 


have offered the use of their automobiles for the transportation 


‘of blind people to and from hospitals, om shopping tours, on out- 


| ings or to social gatherings. For several years we have been 


ging in Massachusetts local organizati ons to carrying on 


| organi 
shut-in blind. The 


Reading Circles, especially for the older, 


smallest circle numbers six or eight members, while our largest 


‘broadcasts over rafiio station wW.E.E.I. and reaches countless num- 


"bers. These Reading Circles meet we 


_ and-come—to convenient centers, such ag the Public library or 
The programs may includ ¢ 


“church Parlors or the Woman's Club. 
& msic, story telling, current events, @ play, a talk or a trip to 


ekly, fortnightly or monthly 
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| ay often followed a light refreshments. At Christmas 
time and vacation time, special parties are often arranged, such 
: - an outing at the sea shore or a long eutomobile trip... For 
ose that live shut-in lives most of the year, such days are 
of joy and Long to be remenbered. Through these meetings 


- happy hours are spent and many new friendships are formed. 


In the field of providing for those who are in financial 


L 
‘ 
li 
% 
i 


ito be done. ligny states are providing special financial assist- 


| , 
ance for the blind in month]y sums varying up to $30.00 a month. 


aced or providing Homes for their declining years, much remains 


In some states, this is handled as a flat pension, with a conse- 
quent discouragement of inéivi dal enterprise in industry, while 
other states, it is hanfiled on a graduated basis according to 
|the need of the individmal. ‘There are, as yet, comparatively few 
| Homes for the aged blind. If Homes for the Aged could be per- 
suaded to admit blind members to their families, there would be 
little excuse for the segregation of aged blind men and women in 
special homes. We believe that most cases can best be cared for 
by boarding them with relatives or friends or in their own neigh- 
poxhood. This program often involves cooperation of the organi- 
jzations for the blind with some Family Welfare organization or 
| poms organization interested in the problem of the aged. 
t 2 In communities where there is an organization for the 


blink, it seems to be highly desirable to work out a program for 


ng for the individual blind person in close cooperation 
rath that organi zation. Many problems could undoubtedly be taken 
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jover entirely by the organization for the blind, while other prob- 
jlans may involve the cooperation of several organizations to 


procastaty carry saronys a program. In cases, where there are 


ton, puch as the National Society for the Prevention of Blimi- 
ness or the American Foundation for the Blind. +n case it is a 
problen invol vin; the e@ucation of a blind child or a deaf and 
blind child, to bring it to the attention of the nearest school 
for the blind, in order that the individual may not be neglected. 
‘Such organization as the american Red Cross, having branches in 
many communi ti es, often have facilities for the resources that 
“may be available. The Lions International has undertaken work 
for the blind, as one of their major activities and so through 
‘their channels, it may be possible to locate resources for aiding 
“inaividuals in states where there is no organized work for the 


